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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 142325 

INCIDENT, INCLUDING PRESENT WHEREABOUTS OF VESSEL AND 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


WELFARE OF PERSONS ON BOARD. WE ARE AWAITING RESPONSE. 

2. EMBASSY PARIS REQUESTED TO QUERY FRENCH FOREIGN MINIS- 
TRY CONCERNING APPARENT BOARDING AND TAKING POSSESSION OF 
U.S. REGISTERED VESSEL FRI BY FRENCH NAVAL VESSEL ON HIGH 
SEAS IN SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN. THIS INQUIRY SHOULD BE 

WITH A VIEW TO FULL REPORT OF ALL DETAILS ABOUT INCIDENT, 
SINCE USG IS CONCERNED ABOUT WELFARE OF VESSEL AND PERSONS 
ON BOARD. IN THIS CONNECTION, YOU SHOULD POINT OUT THAT 
THERE HAS BEEN A LOSS OF RADIO CONTACT WITH THE FRI. MORE- 
OVER, NEW ZEALAND GOVERNMENT, WHOSE NATIONALS ARE ALSO ON 
BOARD THE VESSEL, HAS EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN TO THE USG AS 
STATE OF REGISTRY OF THE VESSEL. WE WOULD LIKE A REPORT 
ON ANY ACTIONS TAKEN, BEYOND THOSE OF A NORMAL APPROACH 
AND IDENTIFICATION OPERATION ON THE HIGH SEAS. 

3. FYI. YOUR REQUEST SHOULD BE CONFINED AT THE MOMENT TO 
A STRAIGHTFORWARD REQUEST FOR A REPORT ON THE FACTS. END 
FYI. 

4. FOR WELLINGTON: EMBASSY REQUESTED TO INFORM GNZ THAT 
USG HAS MADE INQUIRY TO GOF CONCERNING THE FRI. SINCE WE 
HAVE NO REPEAT NO FIRST HAND ACCOUNT OF FACTS ABOUT THE 
ALLEGED INCIDENT. WE WILL KEEP GNZ APPROPRIATELY IN 
FORMED. RUSH 
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